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ROAD TEST

@ Peugeot 406 Coupé V6 SE

POWERED BY A SILKY NEW
V6 ENGINE, STYLED BY
PININFARINA AND BUILT IN
ITALY, THE PEUGEOT 406
COUPE HAS BEEN HAILED
AS A POOR MAN'’S FERRARI.
BUT IT’S NOT THE DREAM
DRIVE YOU MIGHT EXPECT
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a top speed of 144mph on the flat.

These figures define the ultimate
performance of the Coupé: to get a feel for
how it performs in general use, look to
the TED (Time Exposed to Danger] and
in-gear times. This is where torque counts
for more than peak power, and the 24-
valve V6 is dripping with it. Variable
induction manifolding helps it develop
gobs low-down, with 176lb ft available at
2000rpm, swelling to a peak of 1971b ft at

4250rpm. Max power arrives a couple of
thousand revs later — 194bhp at 6250rpm.
The benchmarks of 30-50mph in
fourth and 50-70mph in top come up in
6.9 and 9.1secs respectively, while TED is
dispatched in 5.7secs — figures good
enough to see off the common or garden
hot hatch. On the open road, the V6 is
gutsy and keen, hauling well from low
revs, hitting its stride in the mid-range
and powering to the red line with a
confident air. The limiter on our car was
rather abrupt, cutting in the moment the
needle touched the cross-hatched red, but
it's a reminder that this is an engine
which doesn’t need to be wrung out.
Response is crisp whatever the revs and
while it's not as tuneful as an Alfa V6 (it’s
not alone there) it's appealingly gruff
when extended and stronger than you
think — check the speedo and you’ll be
surprised at the big numbers it’s reading.
Around town, it’s a gem. It idles with a

languid tone, like a burbling motor
cruiser, and is utterly free of
temperament. Select third instead of first
from a standstill and you'll get away
with it; the clutch is exceptionally
progressive and slurs the uptake
beautifully while the V6 handles 500rpm
with aplomb and digs you out of the hole
without a hiceup. Bumbling along in
slow-moving traffic is almost as effortless
as with an auto 'box. Work the gearlever
of the five-speeder hard and it can baulk,
but generally its slightly long throw takes
it cleanly around the gate. Economy isn’t
especially good, however: we recorded
an average of 20.5mpg and would reckon
on 26mpg at a more relaxed pace.

Ride and handling

Beneath the sleek panels, the Coupé’s
floorpan is pure 406 saloon but the
suspension is slightly different. Front

‘The V6 is stronger than you think — check
the speedo and you’ll be surprised at
the big numbers it’s reading’
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Comfort and controls

There’s so much room inside the Coupé
that you feel quite small behind the
wheel despite the screen being much
further back, a roofline two inches lower
than the saloon and a seat mounted one
inch lower to compensate. The facia is
stock 406 but with silver-grey finishers
instead of wood and a Pininfarina logo to
remind you of what you're missing from
the inside. Chrome-rimmed dials and an
aluminium and leather gearlever add a bit
more sparkle and all four occupants sit
on Recaro seats trimmed in smooth and
perforated leather.

This top-spec SE comes with powered
front seats, while the steering column
adjusts for rake and reach, so it's easy to
fine-tune the driving position. There’s

PERFORMANCE

Max speed (mph) 140

Mph per 1000pmintop 231

THROUGH THE GEARS (secs)

0-30mph 2.7
0-40mph 20
0-50mph 5.5
0-60mph =R
0-70mph 96
0-80mph 12.2
0-90mph 154
0-100mph 195
GEHIDmphESeE & DN 1.5 .

Standing % mile (secs/mph) 15.7/81
TR (eock) B 575080
*Time Exposed 1o Danger - tha tima and ¢

required to overtake an artic
at a constant 45mph

3rd/4th/5th GEAR ACCELERATION (secs)

20-40mph 5.1/7.0/9.2
30-50mph 49/6.9/8.9
40-60mph 47/6.7/92
50-70mph 4.7/6.8/9.1
60-80mph 4.9/6.8/9.5
70-90mph 5.6/7.1/10.3
80-100mph —/7.8/104 .
90-110mph  —/91/11.6

BRAKE RESPONSE TEST

Stopping distances fo standstill
30mph e
50mph ~ 1osft*
70mph 2131

* Hgures taken in wat copdithons

Overall fuel cons. (mpa) 20.5
Touring fuel cons. (mpg)  25.9

Track conditions dry
Wind speed 10mph
Temperature 15°C
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Chrome-rimmed dials give Coupé a sporting edge over
406 saloon. Spacious and fully-loaded interior looks a
bit uninspiring despite some neat detailing and four
Recaros. Front seats lack upper-body support;

electric motors move them forward to provide rear
access — it's a genuine four seater, which is nice

plenty of room in the back and when the
front seat is tilted it whirrs forward
automatically, easing access. The long,
frameless doors follow BMW's lead with
glass that drops half an inch when you
tug the door handle and seats itself again
when the door closes. Open the window
at speed and an electronic brain knows to
use more motor power to seal it again.
Neat and effective; wind noise is virtually
non-existent.

Indeed, refinement is one of the
Coupé’s strong suits. Work the V6 hard
and it fills the cabin with a rich,
appealing, gruff beat, while at a cruise
there's little more than a murmur from
beneath the bonnet. Tyre roar is well
muted, too. It’s a relaxing car gobbling up
motorway miles but you find yourself
hanging onto the superbly shaped
steering wheel in the twisties, proving
that the seats could do with more upper-
body support.
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Side airbags will soon be an option but,
unlike its German rivals, the V6 SE
supplies every other convenience as
standard, including air conditioning and a
seriously powerful 10-speaker CD stereo —
just what you need to test the integrity of
the interior. Cranking it up to 11 revealed
only one vibration, confirming the
impression that the Coupé is very well
made. The paint is flawless, the shut lines
are as clean and tight as you’ll see on any
Japanese car and the interior finish as good
as you'd expect from a Mercedes.

Verdict

You can’t buy a more elegant and refined
car for the money. This is one of
Pininfarina’'s best shapes, made in Italy to

Pininfarina badge
pinned to rather
dull facia reminds
you why the world
is staring and
pointing as you
drive by

the highest standards. At a stroke it puts
five years on the already greying BMW 3
series and, with a standard equipment list
as long as a Mercedes options list, it makes
the CLK appear unconvincingly expensive.

Yet the 406 could be even more
desirable. It’s a doddle to drive in town
with its silky engine and beautifully
cushioned drivetrain, and it’s fast on the
open road, but it deesn’t demonstrate the
flair we were expecting. By Peugeot’s very
high standards, the Coupé’s ride and
handling are quite ordinary; it’s easily
unsettled and surprisingly short of feel and
fluidity. Perhaps the optional electronic
damping makes the difference. Overall, the
406 is a strangely unsatisfying experience,
a mouth-watering prospect that leaves your
thirst unquenched. @

- SPECIFICATION

Peugeot 406 Coupé

Engine /6, 60 degree vee
[._ucat_i_lln - 1 Front, transverse
Displacement 2946¢cc

Bore x stroke 87.0mm x 82.6mm
Compression ratio  10.5 to one

Cylinder block
Cylinder head

Aluminium alloy

Aluminium alloy, dohe per bank,
24 valves

Bosch MP 7.0 multipoint
fuel injection and ignition
194bhp @ 5500rpm

~ 197bft@4000pm
Five-speed manual, front-drive
MacPherson struts, wishbones,
coil springs and anti-roll bar

Fuel and ignition

Max power

Max torque
Transmission
Front suspension

Multi-link with triple transverse
arms, trailing arms, coil
springs and anti-roll bar

Rear suspension

Steering Rack and pinion, power assisted

Brakes Front vented diss, rear discs.
Anti-lock

Wheels 7J x 16in, alloy

Tyres ~ 215/55 VR16 Michelin Pilot HX.

Fuel tank capacity  15.4gal/70litres

Weight (kerb/test) 3214/ 3544lb

Power to weight (test) 127bhp per ton

Basic price £26,420

Airbag driueripa? standard/standard

Air conditioning standard s

Alarm immobiliser  standard -

Anti-lock brakes _ standard

Adj steering column standard, rake and reach

Elgl:irunil: dampers £735

Sunroof £410

Metallic paint 2245

Trip computer nfa =
Leather upholstery  standard e

Price as tested £26,420

Insurance group 17 (provisional) Ad
PERFORMANCE CAR STAR RATING * %%

THE RIVALS

Mercedes Benz CLK 320
Price: £36,840 Spec: V6, 3199¢c, 215bhp
@ 5300rpm, 2271b ft @ 3000-4600rpm
0-60mph: 7 2secs Top speed: 149mph
{manufacturer’s figures)

An odd blend of small C-class and bigger E-
class that creates a coupé with unusually high
levels of verve and driver interest for a
Mercedes. Excellent auto and smooth V6
(cheaper four-pot Kompressor feels qutsier,
oddly); chassis works well, has fine steering
and is fun, too, so long as you switch off the
traction control. Genuine four-seater, lacen
with techno gizmos, but at a price.

Star rating %%

Volvo C70
Price: £28,000" Spec: 5-cyl turbo 2319¢cc,
193bhp @ 5100rpm, 1991b ft @ 1800~
5000rpm 0-60: 75secs Top speed: 143mph
(mantfacturers igures) ‘Esamated

The coupé which had a minor role in The Saint
movie is a genuine star in its own right: Styled
in-house by Volvo and built and developed
with input from TWR, the C70 sets new
standards of fwd handling for Violvo. Top spec
240bhp five-pot turbo (due November) is the
real stormer; but the 193bhp light-pressure
turbo (due Spring '98) is also great to drive
and handsome too.

Star rating %% k%

Rover 800 2.5 Sterling Coupé

Price: £25,840 Spec: V6, 2497cc, 173bhp
@ 6500rpm, 1771b ft @ 4000rpm
0-60mph: 8.2secs Top speed: 135mph
[manufacturer's fiogures)

A rare sight on our roads, and with very good
reason. Looks classy from some angles, and
trades heavily on the bespoke Brit leather and
wood theme — but they didn't have to make
the suspension from it New KV6E engine is
sweet enough but the rest feels decidedly past
it (800 range is over a decade old). If you're
considering one of these, you're giving Lup
driving and and taking up motoring Sad

Star rating *

BMW 328i Coupé
Price: £25,385 Spec: 6-¢yl in-line, 2793cc
193bhp @ 5300rpm, 206l ft @ 3950rpm

0-60mph: 7.1secs Top speed: 147mph
[marfactres’s Sgures)

Drive one of these and you'll wonder why
anyone bothers to shell out the extra for the
M3. This straight-six is a stormer — you don't
need much more go than this — and the rear-
drive handling is crisp and entertaining. OK, it's
looking a bit old these days, espedially
alongside some of its rivals, but there's plenty
of life left in it yet and it looks surprisingly good
value these days. The driver’s choice.

Star rating * %k x

performance car August 1997

35




